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Understanding weéi
Through
Location e

meaning false, artificial,
or constructed
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This page visualizes the position of a weathered e
character on the Zhang Menglong Stele. The meaning I ’
of the word is shaped not only by its form, but by its v
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context—both spatial and textual.
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Meaning in context
“{8;% ” (False Liang) —
a historical term used

to refer to local regimes
considered illegitimate
by central dynasties.
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Location of
The Stele

If the placement of a character
determines its meaning, does the
placement of the stele shape the way
| interpret it? e,
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Why in QUfu
.\o\ﬂ’tegfation /__}

Unified

(Cultural symbols)

Luoyang
(Capital)

Northern \ —

Map of
Northern Wei

® Capital
® Qufu
Border with o /\
the Liu Song e ; Near the

* southern border
of Northern Wei

dynasty \_/

Close to
the capital
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Orthodox
Power

Culture
Legitimacy

Political & Cultural
Control

C——>
.@ Qufu @®

(Cultural symbols)

Confucian
Culture

United
Thought
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The Center
Within the Center

The Zhang
Menglong
Stele
Stands
Here

Confucius
Temple

The
center of

Qufu's
Confucian
culture

Qufu

The
Center of
Confucian
Culture

Confucian
Culture

By placing a monument at the spiritual center of
Confucian culture — the center within the center —
the regime sought to anchor its authority in the moral
and cultural legitimacy of tradition.
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Northern
Wei
Dynasty

Extol virtuous
local official

Geographical
sacredness

Zhang Menglong
Stele

Materiality Symbolism

| | |

Functionality

* Tangible stone * Cgtr:flacian * Reinforces
artifact orthodoxy public morality

* Endures * Cutl;clure_itl * Educates future
physical decay authority generations

®* Preserves : \l;lvorthe:‘_?_ | * Embeds political
visible memory Iegeilti‘xalclsa narrative

Memory
Reconstruction

The Zhang Menglong Stele transmits memory through its enduring
physical presence, ritual practices, and the continual recitation of
inscriptions. By embedding itself within the sacred geography of Qufu,
it aligns political authority with local Confucian values, materializing
ideals of governance and reinforcing imperial legitimacy.
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Understanding
Mater gal
My first ® Ancient
impression Memory
of this stone

® Enduring

Strength
® Solid
Presence
® Timeless
® Silent Authority
Witness
® Black
Surface \q
® Weathered ® Heavy
Texture Gravitas
@ Resilient
Spirit
® Sacred
Stone
® Imposing
Monument

’ Category ’ Inquiry
@ Physical Q Why bluestone?
@ Temporal O What are the characteristics?
@ Symbolic (O Why a stele?
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The province where Qufu is

located produces 40% of the
nation's bluestone.

DI

@ @ Black as a Symbol of
Nobility

. Low Shipping Costs

. Customs (Color)

A\

NN

2

v %
i

il

L 4

It does not burn and can withstand high temperatures without damage.
Its dense surface also offers good protection against rain and moisture.
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Characteristics of

Bluestone

Basal Middle
Layer Layer
Dark,more Coarser,
impurities with veins

Carving
Tools

Flat Point Needle Carver's Tooth
Chisel Chisel Chisel Mallet Chisel

Surface
Layer
Smooth,
uniform
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Natural
Carving

Freezing
AR\ AN
/\—/\
R\ RN
N\ T
Percolate
Water

Bluestone

Water infiltration
and freezing
cause gradual
surface erosion.

Weathering
Traces -
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The Cultural
Psychology of
Stone  cignting ag;,
In ancient times, ‘ ; ¢ Il}b
steles were m - — Q
than memoria I Ay
— they shaped
ggchorli\fg time,
space, an
Hundreds
of years

3
5"
Through stone, EQ"\
humanity defied o
impermanence, o
forging materialized T
faith across %
thousan ds years. Z

12

A stele is the crystallization of
fixed time, space, and spirit.




Understanding
Through
KFragments

The Core Idea of
Zhang Menglong Stele

14
Summary

Through the careful reading of the fragmented remains of the stele,

| found that its core content still revolves around the fundamental
Confucian virtues:Loyalty, Filial Piety, Benevolence, and Righteousness.
These virtues form the central framework of the inscription, celebrating
moral excellence and ideal governance.

Loyalty

Filial
Piety

Benevolence

|

Righteousness

® Devotionto @ Mourning ® People- @ Integrity in
Governance Rites Centric Rule Office
® Upholding ® Unwavering @ Moral @ Ethical
Rule of Law Care Influence Governance
® National ® Exemplary ® National ® Commitment

Service Filiality Devotion to Justice



Original
Inscription

This page visualizes the
weathered sections of the
Zhang Menglong Stele.

The missing characters, like
a digital “404,” symbolize a
loss of historical memory.
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© His given name
was Menglong

© Styled Shenjiong
© A native of Baishui,

Nanyang

@ His clan branched
and flourished,

© with origins and
derivations

© already thoroughly
recorded

@ thus not reiterated in

family annals.

e

-

thrived

© !ush since the
dawn of emperors;

I

@ Virtuous stars

y

blazed among
the Vermilion Bird
constellation;

@ in the abyss of ten
thousand valleys,

@ upon the crags of a

thousand peaks.

19

@ Through
successive
generations, the
lineage remained
pure and lofty,

@ Brilliantly
recorded in

official texts.

I

@ During King Xuan of
Zhou's reign

©
Zhang
Zhong.

@ Poets praised his
filial devotion and
brotherly love.

@ Bringing glory to
the House of Ji

I

@ The dynasty's revival
depended on him

@ Jin's minister

Zhang Lao

@ The Spring and Autumn
Annals praised his
achievements

I

@ In early Han, Zhao King
Zhang Er

@ Navigated the
turbulence between Qin
and Han

@ Ultimately received the
reward of enfeoffment

@ Talent elevated across
generations

"»

was his descendant

I

@ In the Jingchu era of
Emperor Ming of Wei,
General of the Western
Loyal Guards,

e

@ Envoy with Imperial
Credentials,

@ General Who Pacifies

the West,

@ Governor of Liang
Province -
Huan's tenth-generation
descendant.

@ His eighth-generation
ancestor Gui, during
Emperor Yongxing's
reign: Envoy with

Imperial Credentials,

@ General Who
Stabilizes the West,

@ Protector of the
Qiang Tribes,

@ Governor of Liang
Province,

@ Duke of Xiping.

I

@ His seventh-generation
ancestor Su,

@ the third son of Gui

20
@ during the Taining
era of Emperor Ming
of Jin: Commandant
of Lingiang,

@ General Who
Pacifies the West,

® Governor of Four
Commanderies
(Xihai, Jinchang,
Jincheng, Wuwei).

I

@ Thus settled in
Wuwei.

@ His great-
grandfather Zhong,

@ during the reign of
Prince Wuxuan of
Liangzhou, Dajuqu:

@® General Who
Establishes Might,

@ Governor of Wuwei.

e

@ His great-great-
grandfather Zhang,

@ was nominated as
Xiucai ("Outstanding
Scholar") under the
pseudo-Liang regime,

@ Serving as Chief Clerk
of his home province,

@® Governor of Two
Commanderies
(Xihai, Ledu).

@ Recalled to court
as Secretary of
the Ministry of
Sacrifices,

@ and Supervisor of
the Feather Forest
Guard.



@ His grandfather
Xingzong,

@ under the pseudo-
Liang regime: Capital
Camp Protector,

@ General Who
Establishes Authority,

@ Governor of Two
Commanderies
(Raohe, Yellow River).

I

@ His father Sheng Le,

I

@ With the aspirations of
a blue-collared scholar,

@ His resolve only grew
firmer with age.

I

@ His form was
endowed with the
river's spirit,

® His bearing
possessed the
mountain's
sublime grace,

@ With orchid purity
and laurel dignity.

e

® Touched by gentle
dew, embracing
fragrance;

returned
to the
homeland.

e

21

® Pine-hearted

with

£

integrity,

QO ... perfected.

e

® From....radiant,

@ Like fresh herbs
greeting spring,

® As young lotuses
emerging from water.

I

® Filial at home and
exemplary in public service,

® He was renowned
throughout the state and
neighborhood.

e

@ Though gold did not
answer his call,

@ He felt no shame
before the friendships
of Guo.

I

@ ... companions
..... Transcendent as the
highest notes of the zither.

@ At twenty-seven,

@ he mourned his
father's passing.

IR

@ His fasting exceeded
ritual requirements,

@ Weeping tears of blood

in profound grief.

e

@ Had Zengzi and Min
@ Zigian been reborn,

@ Would their virtue
differ from his?

I

@ With heaven's
pillar toppled,

@ He relied solely
on earth's
compassion.

e

® Warm in winter and
cool in summer,

® He served day and
night without fail.

I

@ Though the
household was poor,

® He tirelessly gathered
provisions.

-

® At thirty-nine

@ he endured his
mother's death.

I

Not a spoonful of

water passed his lips,

® His soul wandered
for seven dawns.

22

@ Exhausting all strength
and thought,

@ He prepared for life
and death alike.

I

@ Had Confucius
judged him, he'd have
stood blameless.

e

@ Deep sighs
acknowledged his
surpassing virtue.

I

@ A solitary phoenix
rising alone,

@ His noble fame
renewed daily,

@ His reputation
soared to the
purple heavens.

e

@ In the Yanchang era,
he began his career,

@ Appointed as Court
Gentleman for Attendance,

@ Gracefully serving in the
literary bureau;

@ His peers admired his
refined pursuits.

@ The court, recognizing
his inherited prestige,

I

@® Found his virtue

&

widely manifest.



@ In the Xiping era,
he was appointed
Governor of Lu
Commandery.

I

23

@® His grace reached
springs and trees,

® Birds and fish dwelt
in peace.

® He governed with ritual, \

@ Transformed customs

through music;

@ Feeling the people's

pain as his own,

® Never lax from
dawn to dusk;

e

@® Loving them as
his children,

@ Holding them in
heart and mind.

I

& Thus schools
were restored,

® Every household
cultivated purity.

e

@® Farmers were
encouraged in
sericulture,

@ Fields and looms

prospered. \

@ Entering his territory,

observers saw

& None lacking courtesy

and deference.

~

@ His transformation
touched even the
unmindful —

@ Grass and stones
seemed to change.

® 'Subduing cruelty
needed no wait";

® 'Harvests came in
years of dearth"

e

® In mere months, it
was done.

® Thus lecture halls
echoed again

@& In Confucius'
hometown;

® Songs of revival

® Resounded along the
Zhu River.

® Five Governors of
Jingzhao

® Could not surpass him;

® Two Magistrates
of Henan

® Barely matched
his deeds.

® Though his rank never
reached the highest,

24

® his influence...
and transformed
customs...

@ Truly we fear
the sun's shadow
may shift,

@ the east wind may
change course,

@ and all the people of

®& Marquis Huang / this land,
could not match his

achievements. @ overwhelmed with

longing, will weep.
\ ®& The "nocturnal fish" /
moved by his virtue,

® Could Mi Zi alone
be called virtuous?

@ we engrave this
/ stone with praises,
® As for refusing gold

® and returning jade—his
unwavering integrity,

@ Therefore,

® to proclaim his
glorious virtue.

\ ® May these sincere

words establish a
model,

® uprooting sunflowers
and abandoning
weaving—his steadfast

righteousness, /

® compared to our lord,the
present equals antiquity!

/ ® clarify the great

»

@ The Book of Songs for all people,

declares:

® Kindly lord, ® and proclaim his

brilliant
@ the people's parent.




@ The inscription reads:

® His clan shines in
celestial patterns,

@ His form bears
imperial lineage.

I

® Divine grace graces
the spring quarter,

® Numinous source
dwells in thunder.

e

® Stones piled a thousand
fathoms high,

® Pines stretching ten
thousand blades tall.

I

® Chariots and crowns of

Zhou and Han,

® Canopies and caps of

Wei and Jin.

e

® River's spirit,
mountain's splendor,

® Moon rising,
light soaring.

I

® Exhausting divinity,
revealing radiance,

® Thus was born his
heroic emblem.

e

® High mountains
inspire awe,

® Following goodness
like returning home.

25
® Only virtue he trod,

® Only benevolence
he embraced.

I

@ Dwelling humbly in
lower courts,

@ Pure heart like snow.

@ The crane's cry
cannot linger,

@ Vet its pure tone
resonates afar.

I

@ Heaven's will
showed favor,

@ Beholding splendor at
jade towers.

~

@& Washing ribbons in
purple streams,

@ Basking in moonlit
glory.

@ Exquisitely selected,
only

@ Receiving tally in
Confucian land.

~

® Sharing gold by Yi
River's way,

® Dividing silks in
Zou's region.

26

® Gentle yet ® Fields yield to plows.

® In the woods
frost.

I

® Suchaman ® Even garments
as this, may change,
@ Truly the ® But our enlightened

state's finest.

sage remains.

\
® Ritual and \

music

® Why not prune?

® His grace runs deep
among the people.

e

® Why do ducks rejoice?

® Customs transform anew.

e e

® Treating all
with empathy,

Compassionate

@) Drink from the river
but stop when full,

® Cleansing this

: @) Crossing seas, the
multitude.

ford eludes.

@ Carving stone to depict...

Clouds part,

sky clears, & Forever...

® A thousand
miles brighten.

® Schools

established,
rites perfected,

Customs . -
® i This concludes the content

righteousness. of the Zhang Menglong
Stele inscription.



27

Understanding
hrough

magine

JvczuXcrzrf [vfrcYOOUV}+1; 1
0/ Zn2YIXEVUXVCCuZ) cvivwvYJZat

~LLUcQQLUUCZ@YQOYIUYXmm/1jXzcvvcccczzXXzXXXz XXXz 2
vJJszcqccecJuuqqu)fcvvvccczczxcczczvxzxczzxxvxxx

Jui
cfvutcznznxiuvuu rQJXcXuzLzLucczvxvXYccvedul,

UXUYUCYUc
UYYXCCVYJCJ%UUVYZd>
LQ 5

I_cCUYUCOZcvLdC XXCCCXXX C

l'[nmu Jvapn\wuv ccXXco
1]00CZ0,

ZzrcccvecvezYXvzXUYXcccevurxcUomoYv:
zzXcc
QmC

uuc
<Qqf fuvCzVVuZuvXXe2UXZvecca222vavnxr uuuczUCOmeZZZ

] it
unva VI ITU><>: >>><>>>1iil

Zhang
Menglong

28

%00 L mwExuet)
u+1xY‘(nuxnxf1 vrf
11>>1 Xx|) [Ffxnve

i>. t

i1
FrortHrIonOYe\Liicsi

P>t ion U<
Bt

>i>
1i>: i
V17130, 115111 om0V XIXZVUnXrXXC) H
?]' - 1) 7fu=+] [? U Sh J
1<t ]11 +'$ >,>»». uI:)£ 121111 (U2 en |On

i
_0x: i

i »>>>w.«fq] il
1

>

® Courtesy Name:

1+) oty NP Y SN
i>>>~n<! [F£)) /UCYZC}<va>ne>1i !
e /[ il [o~><<>1>1~f~}u

c|{\Xcu i> <> 3151 [x!

f LU I>>>> 1L (
I<}cZqLoJY. 1 iiu?
ll(ang(l >N+

><>i>ii

>3

7 el
T<1>>>>>>>>;>: i>>><<>>> ] <<<<<<>n1

[ v))))>>>>>>>)>><1>)1>>>>))|~ <

5> [2am>55555555 X ]‘[-<>»;

>>>>1>>>>1>>><>>>>><! fu] {tu]?>:
>>>1>11>>><>>>>>><>>>><~_>>~(n} (nu?
ij>j>1>>>>>>>>>1<>><<><><7( Toes1y

LCOUqu ~uJ\1>>>>>>>>1>>>>>>>+ zJqu
1+0XccLQwZOmb

Tiiiii

55
l

>1Hii>i1>i XU
>>>><i<v?Ti

Lo\ Ui . Era.
if7i114i14 .

}>>><tu? 1 i>1

i ® Origin:
Baishui, Nanyang

=7

12Cj LJCngdCOz>1'( )I><<<><<><<>1 XJV]>'1>1<<>11H'>~<111‘
TZri>o>>>~) /1} 1

Ur_- 7\/(\n\<<<>>><<-><)<..1vjnvx

353 rQzUGnZW\ T (X\ 1/
CZv000gc_—+<\X-

Yt'>>>>l~hv\l] uXvl
\U(1><>>i>(Juztv:
_uC<>>~ 1] iomsa i X eYUCIUICXYU2YL)
(C>>>>>><~ ]\ feeXvzUCYCYILZCYIxX:
oo XXX ra2ci?
1Yn In<>><>>>fUuvcYz
‘U21>>1an>>>oo<~]c]foch e
1)X<i>>>><><nntxYvcYY.
TQriiimy) 1 isme 2t tYoxu!
i1 dzu
1 VX

)zC
px|><>llll] r)l(
162 (><men><ull

=

e e R 3

XYJLYmqOU}f () u)'l>nwc(~<~+ ({~_vz<>>>>><<>>2/ncUUZVXYUU frnn i)

—<<>|/>1

Y-

wecld<ia i a1t
20—~ ({0
zuzelx -}

i

+i\u2u<v)1m : Northern We|

Dynasty

PIS1iiisit

i ® Status:

;“‘W" i % Former
Governor of Lu

Commandery

@® Estimated Birth:

® Keywords:

@

Family Moral
Heritage Virtue

® Summary:

Late 5th Century

@® Estimated Death:
Circa 520 CE

Exact dates unknown;
deduced based on official
career timeline and stele
erection year (522 CE).

Loyalty and Justice and Cultural
Fellowship Governance Legacy

Menglong Zhang was a virtuous official of the Northern
Wei Dynasty, known for his unwavering loyalty, deep filial
piety, and benevolent governance. As Governor of Lu
Commandery, he revitalized education, improved social
customs, and left a lasting moral legacy.

Family
Herltage

Zhang Huan

Western General of the Household,Governor of Liangzhou,

General Who Pacifies the West

Zhang Gui

General Who Pacifies the West, Protector of the Qiang,
Governor of Liangzhou, Duke of Xiping

Zhang Su

Commandant of Lingiang, General Who Pacifies the West,

Governor of Four Commanderies

Zhang Zhong

General Who Establishes Might,
Governor of Wuwei

Zhang Zhang

Aide to the Governor, Governor of Two Commanderies, Director of

the Ministry of Rites, Commander of the Imperial Guards

Zhang Xingzong

Capital Garrison Commander, General Who Builds Honor
Governor of Two Commanderies

Zhang Shengle

Commandant of Lingiang, General Who Pacifies the West,

Governor of Four Commanderies

_ Zhang Menglong | —
/ Governor of Lu Commandery \

/// \\\
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¢ Personal Experience

7N

® Generational ® Prestigious

Officials Lineage
@ Strict @ Elite
/ Discipline Education
@ Integrity in
Office
® Moral
Excellence
® Rebuilding
Schools v
® zr?':::‘::lttlsge <— @ Benevolent <— @ Ritual
9 Administration Governance
® Reforming
Customs

— > @ Improving

Customs
® Restoring \ \

Order
® Loved by ® Outstanding
People ® Erection Governance
of Stele
® Confucian
Legacy
® Lasting /
Influence

What shaped him?
What earned him a stele?

30

e Awards

Although we cannot
know what was
originally inscribed,
these missing parts
have become an
integral aspect of its
enduring honor. Inspired
by this idea, | extracted
their shapes and
transformed them into
commemorative pins
and trophies.
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e Missing Information

It has been centuries since the erection of the Zhang
Menglong Stele. When | attempted to search for more
information about Zhang Menglong online, | found that all
that remains is this solitary monument. The fragmented
inscriptions offer limited clues while opening an expansive
space for interpretation.

®@®O® G Google X

<~ C @& https://www.google.com @)

Google

Q sRIZIY

¢ Expansion in Thought

As time progresses and weathering deepens, the surviving
information becomes increasingly scarce, and uncertainty
continues to grow. Each act of subjective speculation and
interpretation marks a new stage in the stele’s ongoing
growth — a growth that unfolds within the realm of thought.

a D

® ® 5 oooge x R
< C @ https/www.google.com @ 3§
@O ® G cooge X 0\ (9 4 04
& C @ https/www.google.com ?\ ot Fo n d
Keep searching
000 G cooge - Ueg New connections will grow.
& C @ https:/www.google.com @ 3
) - /

| 404 %,

“—  Not Found

Keep searching

@0 ® G ocooge x
& C @ https/www.google.com @ =
4 ®0® G coogle X
& C @ https/www.google.com @ 8

Keep seal
New connectior|

@0 ® G coogle %

< C @ https/www.google.com a :

Complete
the Unknown

Rebuild meaning in your own way.

Start
2, 2
@0 ® G cooge x R @)
& C @ https/www.google.com @ f

%0 ® ® 5 oooge — x R
4 O 4 & /O & C @ https:/www.google.com @ 8

Not Found Qo

Keep searching ’ l 4 O 4

New connections will grow.
Not Found

Keep searching
New connections will grow.

Though we can never fully reconstruct Zhang Menglong’s
reality, this cultural trace continues to grow — not as a fixed
memory, but as an evolving structure of thought, rebuilt
through loss and imagination.



